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FRIDAY 12 DECEMBER 2025

Headteacher’s Introduction
The run-up to Christmas is always an incredibly busy 
time for us in school. We always plan for a varied 
programme of events precisely because the 
festivities allow us to celebrate and enrich our sense 
of family and community. 

This week, our Christmas Market brought warmth, 
colour and a real sense of togetherness to the heart 
of the school. It was a joy to see students, staff and 
families coming together to support the stalls, 
performances and activities, all of which reflected 
the generosity and creativity of our young people. 
The market was not only festive but purposeful, 
reminding us of the importance of giving, 
community spirit and shared experiences at this 
time of year. My thanks go to the staff and students 
who worked so hard behind the scenes to make the 
event such a success.

At its heart, the Christmas story reminds us of the 
triumph of light over darkness. The hope 
represented by a birth of a baby in Bethlehem is 
celebrated by the lights which ward off the seasonal 
gloom and darkness. In school these past couple of 
weeks, Year 11 mocks have brought with them 
occasional moments of challenge and despondency 
as students grapple with the intense demands of a 
gruelling exam timetable. You will not be surprised 
to hear that they have met these challenges with 
great distinction, showing calm resolve and an 
eagerness to hear from their teachers on how they 
have done. This bodes really well for the months 
ahead.

As we turn our attention to next week, there is a 
real sense of momentum across the school. We will 
be celebrating students’ achievements through our 
rewards events, recognising not only academic 
success but also effort, resilience and positive 
contributions to school life. There will be also joyful 
moments of carols, Christmas dinner and, of course, 
our annual staff pantomime for all students on the 
last day.

Year 7: Ryan S
Year 8: Ethan J and Lewis JP

Year 9: Holli-Mae B
Year 10: Alfie C

Year 11: Amra A and Oscar G

4,147 Positives This Week

If your child is a Student of the Week but we have not included their picture, it 
means we do not have the necessary consent from you. Please contact us if 

you would like us to be able to use your child’s picture!

WEEK A

Monday 15 December

Tuesday 16 December

Year 7 Carol Service

Wednesday 17 December

Community Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18 December

Evening: Performing Arts Department Christmas Concert

Friday 19 December

Whole School Christmas Pantomime
12pm Finish for All Students



Tutor Groups with the Best Attendance This Week…

YEAR 7 7DH – Mr Hamilton 94.8%

YEAR 8 8EH – Ms Harvey 96.3%

YEAR 9 9PS – Mrs Stachan 94.6%

YEAR 10 10NKH – Ms Nightingale-Harris 98.3%

YEAR 11 11ASA – Ms Sabadas 98.6%

We are so proud of Chloe who has 
been busy crocheting two blankets 
for the neonatal unit at New Cross 
Hospital. Chloe and our Head of 
Design Mrs T Jones went and 
delivered them to the nurses who 
were so thankful and in awe of 
Chloe's talents! We have said we 
will make more over the year for 
them so hopefully see them again to 
donate more items for the babies!

And congratulations to Chris and Ethan, winners of our Grace 
Foundation After School Lego Club competition, pictured here 
with Lorraine who keeps our Ethos Room clean and tidy!



Thank you for your continued support for 
our Letters to Uganda project. Mrs Stobbart 
is continuing to collect sports equipment 
and unwanted mobile phones (which 
chargers) which are distributed in Uganda 
to support lifesaving medical care. 

On Thursday, Mrs Stobbart will also be 
hosting a bake sale at Breaktime, all 
proceeds from which will go towards our 
Letters to Uganda Project. Students wishing 
to purchase are reminded to bring in any 
change on Thursday!



Fancy trying a new 

sport? Why not be a part 

of one of our new 

partner clubs based 

here on school grounds. 

This opportunity isn’t 

just for our students, put 

young people in the 

wider community also. 

For more information, 

please email Mr J Evans, 

Head of PE.

mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk
mailto:jevans4@ellowes.dudley.sch.uk


Parent/Carer Guide 

How to log into Sparx to complete homework from home

Weekly homework will be set on the following days and then 

due on the same day the following week.

• Monday: Sparx Science

• Wednesday: Sparx Maths

• Thursday: Sparx Reader

Students can log into Sparx through either the link on their 

Arbor page or through a search engine such as Google.

If accessing via Google, students will need to 

type Sparx Science/ Sparx Maths/ Sparx 

Reader into Google and select the first search 

result that appears.

Once they have clicked on either the link on 

Arbor or the search result on Google they 

need to click the white log in icon in the top 

right corner and then select student log in.

They will then be asked to select their school, 

which will appear as they start typing in 

Ellowes Hall Sports College

They can then click the purple box that says ‘log in to 

Sparx using Microsoft’ and then use their school email 

and password to log in. Their password is the same 

password that they use to log into any computer in 

school.

Any homework students have been set will appear. 

Students can continue to read on Sparx Reader even 

after their homework has been completed, and we 

would encourage them to, especially if they are really 

enjoying the book they have chosen.

https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d
https://invictuseducation.sharepoint.com/sites/ELL/?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bmpvbmVzQGVsbG93ZXMuZHVkbGV5LnNjaC51a3wxZDU3NjlmZjkzNWM0OThlZmJkMDA4ZGNjY2U3M2FiZHxjNGEwMWM0NzdiNGY0NTQ4YmM5MTk3ZmIzOWY5YmM1NHwwfDB8NjM4NjEwNTQxMDE4OTUyNzkxfFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=ays4SXZsazBMUjNwUm1OR1BHYk82K0NxcWhRcSsydll5cnZkQTVnbjBIWT0%3d


KS3 Students (Years 7-9) 
have also been issued with 
Love to Learn Homework 
tasks. These will be checked 
at 3 checkpoints throughout 
the year, with effort scores 
shared with home. Prizes will 
be awarded for excellent 
participation!



Key Dates Autumn Term 2025
Date Event

Thursday 18 September
15.30 – 17.00: Careers Convention, Wellbeing Café
17.00 – 17.30: Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 19 September BTEC Sport Wolverhampton University Taster Day

Tuesday 23 September Year 9 Walsall Art Gallery Trip

Wednesday 24 & Friday 26 September Year 11 Geography Birmingham City Centre Fieldwork Trip

Thursday 25 September
13.30: Students dismissed for Open Evening preparation
16.00 – 19.00: Ellowes Hall Open Evening for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Friday 26 September Macmillan Community Coffee Morning

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October 09.15 – 10.00: Open Mornings for Year 7 September 2026 Entry

Monday 29 September – Thurs 2 October KS4 Cornwall Art Trip

Tuesday 7 October – Friday 10 October KS4 Poland Trip

Thursday 9 October 15.30 – 16.30: Year 7 Parents/Carers Form Tutor Drop-In Sessions

Thursday 16 October Performing Arts Department Open Mic Night

Tuesday 21 October Year 7 X Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip

Thursday 23 October
Year 7 Y Band Birmingham Think Tank Trip
Halloween Disco

Friday 24 October Flu Vaccinations (Year 11 & Catch-Ups)

Monday 27 – Friday 31 October October Half Term

Monday 3 November 08.45: Student Return to School

Friday 7 November Flu Vaccinations (Catch-Ups)

Wednesday 12 November INSET Day (School Closed to All Students)

Wednesday 19 – Friday 21 November Year 7 Whitemoor Lakes Trip

Thursday 27 November 15.30 – 18.30: Year 7 Parents’ & Carers’ Evening

Monday 1 – Friday 12 December Year 11 Mock Exams

Thursday 4 December Awards’ Evening

Monday 8 December KS3 Love to Learn Homework Check-In 1

Thursday 11 December Birmingham Royal Ballet Nutcracker Trip

Thursday 11 December Christmas Market

Friday 12 December Christmas Jumper Day

Tuesday 16 December Year 7 Christmas Carol Service

Wednesday 17 December Community Christmas Lunch

Thursday 18 December Performing Arts Department Christmas Concert

Friday 19 December 12.00PM: School Closes for Christmas Holiday

https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events
https://www.elloweshall.co.uk/open-events


A cartoon of a monster sled with wolves and trees

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

Click the image above to find information about Dudley Borough 
Council’s programme of Christmas activities and meals during 

the school holidays…

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Gd1QpoYPBCR2Vw9ZaW0ISyTSW84Xp3ql/view
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